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To 
the Chairman and Members of the 


St. Germans Rural Sanitary authority. 


Gentienen, 

It 15 again my duty to submit to you my Annual Report as to 
the health and Sanitary condition of the Union during the past year. 

The district has an area of 44712 acres, and the population 
on the census of 1891 was 15080. 

During the year 1894 the number of births registered in the 
Whole district Was three hundred and eighty six, being a rate of 
25.59 per thousand. 

The total number of deaths was tWo hundred and fifty-eight, 
making a rate of 17.10 per thousand as against 16.24 in 1896. 

Fifty five of these Were among children under one year of 
ago and ninety tWo among persons of sixty five years and uaecdans 
Kighteen deaths Were recorded as due to zymotic diseare, being a 
decrease of ten on the returns of the preceding year. They were 


16 from Whooping cough. 
@ », erysipelas 


giving a zymotic death rate of 1.19 per thousand. 
Eleven deaths have occurred from cancer, the number in 16¢2 
and 1895 being twelve and fourteen respectively. 
Fifty seven cases of infectious diseases Were notified dur- 
ing the year as against two hundred and twenty six in 1895, vizZ;- 
23 cases of scarlet fever, 


6 »» +s» Typhoid fever. 
4 o>» »vaDipntheria 


6 >>»  »» Sitall pox 


92 »» Erysipelas 
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making a rate of 6.77 per thousand of the population as against 14.8 
during the year preceding. Both in the number of notified cares and 
aeaths from the notifiable diseases, there is a marked impromement 
on previous years though the zymotic death rate does not shew such 4 
great difference in consequence of the much larger number of deaths 
from Whooping cough. The number of deaths from this cau:e Would 
probably be much lessened if this disease #as placed on the scnedule 
of notification. 

of the three hundred and eighty six children born, fifty five 
died under one year of age, sheWing a rate of 142.4 per thoueand 
births. This great incréAse appears to be due to the large number 
of deaths from Whooping cough defective vitality and premature births 
and diseases of the respiratory organs. 

T¥o hundred and @ighty six children have been succersfully 
vaccinated during the year ami seventy eight are returned as unvac- 
cinated, including deaths removals and postponements, Which leaves 
only twenty two of the number of children born during the year unac- 
counted for, but there have been one hundred and twenty eight cirthns 
during September, October, November and December, anc the last 
public vaccination having taken place in October We way reasonably 
presume that the number returned as unvaccinated in 1596 have been 
successfully done in lie4. 

in the St. Germans division there were seventy-one births 
and forty eight deaths registered, shewing @ birth rate of 44.67, and 
a death rate of 16.66 per thousand respectively as against 235.25 and 


15.2 in 1893. 


Of these fourteen occurred among Children under one year 


2 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in.2018 with funding from...» .:... 
Wellcome: Library: 9 se 


“ F ‘gh % Ri 


< 


FY * eee 
j i FL 

} ar Pved oof tent Peavy of iGed 

r re or ale eee oy he S es ile ot dain, ak t , 

Te IOUS Vig ry Fas TIES I CANT Riad ters Sie Tu 


» Yi to tpaaoore 


F 


https://archive.o g/details/b30126460 


old and seventeen at the age of sixty Pive and ujtards. 

of the fourteen deaths among children, ¢ Were from Whooping 
cough, 3 from bronchitis, & from defective vitality, 1 premature | 
birth, 1 from meningitis, and i from hepatitis. 

Three deaths Were recorded as being due to zymotic dirceace, 
vizi- from Whooping cough, making the symotic death 1.04 per thourand 

in this division there were twenty-one cases notified, viz;-< 


1 case of typhoid fever 


ii »> scarlet fever 
2 >, Diphtheria 
7 >» Brysipelus. 


The cace of typhoid fever occurred at Crafthole in February, 
the origin of Which Was very obscure, the supply of voth water and 
milk being above suS}icion, aves generally used by the inhabitants 
of the village. 

The two case: of diphtherravere in separate parts of the 
parish of St. Germans, and at different times in the year both 
cases being of a mild character. 

Five cases of scarlet fever occurred in Hesserford in January 
the origin being due to infection from a neighbouring district. 

Four occurred at Crafthole, one being in January and three in April 
where there is constant communication With the to¥Wns of Devonport &c. 

The two others peing quite isociated cases at different parts 
of the division and at different times of the year, the cause Was 
difficult to trace. 

On Mareh 29th. Mr. F.H. Tulleck, Local Government Board 
inspector held an inquiry at TDownderry With respect to draining the 


village and providing an efficient Water supply. 
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preparation and a source for the supply of water has been gauged. 
A sample from Trerieve has been submitted to the County Analyst Who 
pronounces it to be very good for domestic and other purposes. 

The well on Miss Tor's property on the hill (Quarry St.) 

St. Germans referred to in my last year’: report hac, after an 
@nalysis of the Water which proved satisfactory, been sunk aéeper 
and & Pump fixed and now affords an abundant supply for the tenants 
of that property. There still, hoWever, remains many Reuses on 
the hill and on the Quay road a long distance from any available 
supply. The nuisance I reported in November concerning the pige’ 
houses at Treruie Hill Head has since been remedied -- the pigs hav- 
ing veen killed, and the houses only used for storing Wood, etc. 

The Railway Workmen employed in doubling the line have 
temporarily greatly increased the overcrowding of the cottages in 
the ¢ vicinity of the Works. 

In the South aiviston there were tWo hundred and twenty one 
births Gi Rare giving a birth rate of 27.02 per thousand and 
one hundred and forty six deaths giving 2 death rate of 17.85 per 
thourand as against a birth rate of 24.58 and a death rate of 19 05% 
per thousand in 1596. 

Of these thirty one Were under one year of age and fifty at 
the ag@é of sixty five and u;Wards. 

OF the deaths under one year of .age 6 Were from Whooping 
cough, $ from bronehitia, and pneumonia, 4 from premature births 
the remainder from convulsion, defective vitality, ete. 

Twelve deaths Were recorded as being five to szymotic diseaces. 


V1lzi- 11 from Whooping cough, 
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making the zymotic death rate 1.46 per thousand as against 3.0D in 
1696. 

in the beginning of the year there was an isclatecd case of 
Diphthertaat CaWeand and one of typhoica fever at Kingrand which in 
consequence of the precautions taken did not spread. 

During the latter part of March and the beginning of april 
Whooping cough Was prevalent in Torpoint and the neighbourhood, 
chiefiy among very young children, resulting in several deaths. 

Complaints have been made to me about the deposit of town 
soil in and around Torpoint, which have been removed on notice veing 
given by the Sanitary Inspector. In June my attention war called 
to the insanitary state of Blarrick farm yard where I found an un- 

| covered pit for manure and the drainage of the stable and buliceke' 
house» Within thirty feet of the kitchen, and dairy Winrdow., consequent 
ly there Was more liquid than the straw Which was thrown in could 
aborD; ; this being a constantiy recurring nuisance the attention 
of the Landiord was called gto it, and it was at once ¢ remeried.- 
The water at for the cottages etilli remains in an unsatisfactory 
condition. 

& serious Mulsance occurred at Milibrook from the discharge 
of several drains from houses in Hew Street on to the mud Which was 
prevented from being Washed away with the tide by the new sewer which 
Was laid. This has no#W peen abolished by the connection of these 
drain» With the sewer, and now that the sewerage and water works are 
completed it 1: to be hoped that there Will be no recurrence of any 


cause of Complaint. in laying the Water pipes in Fore Street and 
Back Street, Kingsand the old .ewers were disturved. They consisted 
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of loose masonry in many places broken down and emitting most of- 
fensive effluvia. ZL recommended that this should be at once ree 
placed by & pipe sever put I am informed that it wae Simply covered 
Up As before. A house in Fore Street, Aingeand occupied by three 
persons, Viz. & HAN ard his Wife and a groWn up son, Ware found to 
be in such a filthy insanitary condition that it wae ordered to be 
Closed all the furniture to be disinfected or destroyed ani the 
old couple Who were in a destitute condition were removed to the 
Workhouse. 

A Covered gaivanized iron Wheelebarrow has been vurovided for 
the removal of house refuse at Cawsand Which Will, I hope do away 
With any further cause of complaint on this seore. 

A neW urinal has been bulit at Torpoint and is very satise 
factory. 

The drainage of Antony Village has been completed. The 
burial ground is very croWried and requires enlarging. 

In the North division there were ninety four births and sixty 
four deaths regictered, which gives @ birth rate of 23.54 and a 
death rate of 15.89 per thousand. 

Of there ten Were under one year ane twenty five at the age 
of sixty five, and upwards. Of the ten under the age of one year, 
& Were from bronchitis and pneumonia, 1] from whooping cough, 1 pree 
mature birth, 1 from Corvulsions, 1 from intestinal inflamuation and 
2 from defective vitality. 

Three deaths were recorded ac being due to 2ymotic diseases, 


viz; « from Whooping cough, 1 from erysipelas, which gives a zymotic 
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death rate of .74 ver thou-and as against .49 in the year 1893. 
In the beginning of January a case of typhoid fever occurred 
in a cottage at Cumbletor. fhe water supply appeared good and 
there War no reason to suspect anything wrong With the milk a. they 
Were both used by the other members of the family. A }Tivey Was at 
one end of the cottage the floor of Which war on the came level, as 
the houss floor, so possibly some leakage might have taken place, but 
the cause of the diseace was somewhat obscure. In the early part of 
warch another cae occurred at antony passazce in which no definite 
cause could be traced, the water and milk supply being the same as 
that used by the other inhabitante of the viladage. in both cases 
every necéusary precaution Was taken to prevent the disease spreading. 
In April a case of small pox oceurred at Paynter’. Cross which 
Was at onee removed With al] due care to the Hospital Ship Pique in 
Plymouth Sound. The house Was thoroughly disinfected and lime washed, 
and all the bedding and clothing either disinfected or purnt, and 
the reevaccination of persons in the neighbourhood acvised. Thece 
brecausions entirely prevented the occurrence of any further cases. 
The disease Wags evidently contracted in Saltash where the man Worked. 
il Was unabie to ascertain by stamiintion ¥hethner he had been vace 
cinated, but his mother informed me that she did not think the opera- 
tion had been successful. A further outbreak occurred in Ausust 
at WiseWandra in the parish of Landrake commencing with a young 
man Who had not been out of the neighbourhood for a month or s1x 
weeks, and I Was unable to discover ¢ that anyone from an infected 


district had been visiting about there, consequently the cause wac 
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very obscure. The house béing a large one and perfectly isolated, it | 
was not thought necessary to remove the patient and even if 1t had been 
so, thers 8as at that time no accommodation in the infectious hose- 
pital ships. The cace wac ac far as possible isolated, but even 
with these precautions the mother Who Was in attendance, the sere 
vant, and tWo children contracted the disease but 211 were of 2 Ccom=- 
paratively mild type. It, however, did not spread ovt of the house. 
which Was afterwards carffully disinfected With a]1 the infected | 
pedding and clothing. the child that was revaccinated and nursed 
@ll the cases escaped infection. : 

In October a care of diphtheria was reported at Cuttivet the 
 basenent of the house in Which it occurred being somewhat under 
the country and pigs kept in the garden above and adjoining the house, 
and also in a yard close velow it. I advised the Landlord to ré- 
move the pigs houses and cut a deep trench. at the back of the house, 
to take off the drainage of the country. This was at once complied 
with, wnicnh Will have the effect of making the heuse dry and healthy. 

in the veginning of April when inspecting Quethiock, I pointed 
out the necessity of fixing @ pump to the well which ice the only 
available supply of water for the irmabitants, also the necessity of 
intercepting the sewagé from the farm yard at the east end of the 
village which had polluted a well in a garden adjoining, and the 
desirability of reopening a well in the upper part cf the village 
which has been for some years closed in consequence of the pump 
getting out of repair tne fixtures broken, and becoming cangerous. 


his well, 1 was informed, uced to yield an abundant supply of 
pure water. Tne jump to the exicting Well has been fixed, but 
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nothing has yet been done to re-open the one in question which would 
cake an amplé and convenient supply for that portion of the vil- 
iage. 

The more aun) distribution of the water supply at Land- 
rake still remains in abeyance. 

After a thorough inspection of Gurraton, I find that in 
Higher Burraton there are thirty three houses twelve of Which are 
Well arranged With regard to closets and on the whole there is no 
fauit to find. Bleven are more or iess defective, and capable of 
great improvement, one has no convenience at all and not any room 
to build one, and nine have pails which are regularly atterried to 
by the Sanitary Authority. This system might be @xtended with Ereat. 
benerit and the Bye-laws if put into operation here, #ould be dee 
cidedly beneficial. 

in Lover Burraton there is a great proportion of defective 
aera pennant where there are twenty-one houses, nine with fairly good 
arrangements, twelve being more or less defective. At Burraton 
Cross there are nineteen houses, ten having large gardens into which 
the drainage is carried, seven drain on to the road Side, Which ree 
Guires alterationWhile tWo are altogether defective. AS many 
hew houses are in process of building,a regular system of “everage 
Will shortly be required .  vntil such @ scheme can be carried out, 
ali defective middens should be replaced by earth closets. At 
Forder the majority of the houses are clean Well kejt and provided 
With closet accommodation, but there axe a few in a disgracefully 


unsanitary state the middens being in a very dilapidated condition, 
which has peen reported to the Landlord for him to adopt meagure+ 
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to remedy the defects. 

The remaining parts of my district do not require special 
mention. 

There have been twenty neW houses built in the district 
during the past year, viz. four at Burraton, six at “illbrook 
four at Torpoint, one in Botus alps parish, two in Landulph 
one in St. Mellion one in quethiock and one in St. Germans. 

in looking through the HKye-la®s Which have been adopted 
during the past year, it is a matter of surprise to me to find that 
in the first place 'Nvisance&' are not to be dealt with in the 
Parish of Landulph, more particularly When one remembers that in 
past years so many complaints have aril>.éen avout keeping sWine at 
Cargreen in such closé€ proximity to dwellings and the danger that 
there is there With regard to the landing of town soil at the quay | 4 
Which is situated so near the houses. 

Secondly that the only parishes where the Hye-laws are appli- 
cable to slaughter houses are Landrake with St. Erney and Maker 
Wnich limits the usefulness of them so considerably, and allows 
them in the remaining parishes of the Union to ve dealt with under 
the Public Health act as hitherto the powers relating to which are 
in 4 Rural district very limited, and further that in the cumasae 
rélating to the removal of house refuse the contributeary place of 
CaWound is excluded. 

In conclusion, I consider it is mot “atisfactory to note 
the marked decrease in the number of cases of Typhoid tever that 


have been notified, viz. six as against fifty seven in the pre- 


ceding year and the entire absence of mortality from this disease. 
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There - also @ great diminution in the number of cases of 
‘searlet fever only twenty three cases occurring in 1694 Without a 
death, While in 1695 there Were one hundred and forty five cases, 
five of Which were fatal. 

This clearly shews the good resuits obtained from notifica- 


tion and the means taken thereon. 


l remain, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 
J. BEDFORD KERSWILL, 


Medical Officer of Health. 


St. Germans. 


January, 1505. 
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